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We are facing a 
climate emergency.

Communities have an 
opportunity to lead the 
transition to a zero 
carbon economy.

2020 Path to Zero Carbon Municipalities



Where are our emissions 
coming from?

2020 Path to Zero Carbon Municipalities



Challenge: many smaller 
communities don’t have the 
budget or capacity to track 
emissions every year.

Community Carbon Tracker



Solution: develop a Community 
Carbon Tracker tool to build 
capacity for local governments to 
track and report community-wide 
emissions every year.

Community Carbon Tracker



What is (and isn’t) being measured?



Why is it important to track emissions?
● “If we don’t measure it, we can’t manage it.”

● Supports evidence-based climate action planning

● Tracking and reporting annual emissions allows municipalities to:

○ Identify key emission sources so we can target policies / public outreach

○ Evaluate success and adjust policies / public outreach

○ Experiment and share success (or failures) with neighbouring communities

○ Improve accountability and transparency

○ Inspire community engagement and behaviour change

○ Achieve climate action targets and work towards zero emissions

○ Advocate for support from Provincial and Federal governments.

Community Carbon Tracker



● The Sunshine Coast Regional District’s 2019-2023 Strategic Plan identified the need for a 
Community Energy and Emissions Inventory.

● On October 22, 2020, the SCRD board adopted the following resolution;

“The Planning and Community Development Committee recommended that the report titled 
My Sea to Sky Pilot Community Invitation - Building Capacity for Community Energy and 
Emissions Inventory and Evidence-Based Climate Action Planning be received;

AND THAT a letter of support be provided to My Sea to Sky for the Climate Action Report Card 
Project;

AND FURTHER THAT the request for letters of support for the Climate Action Report Card Project 
be forwarded to the Town of Gibsons, the District of Sechelt, and shIshálh Nation.”

● Letters of support were received from the SCRD, Sechelt, and Gibsons.

SCRD staff report and resolution in 2020















Benefits to local governments
PHASE 1:

● Builds capacity to track and report community-wide emissions every year.

● Community Energy + Emissions Inventory that will be conducted by Community Energy 
Association (Value = $1,000 per community). 

● Supports evidence-based climate action planning.

● Increase public awareness and build support for climate action.

● Enables local governments to advocate for support from other levels of government.

PHASE 2 (FUTURE):

● Consumption-Based Emissions Inventory by BCIT (Value = $16,500 per community).

● Support from BCIT students to help collect and enter data.
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Next steps
Spring Finalize the data

Draft mockups of the Community Carbon Tracker

Solicit feedback from local government staff

Summer Finalize Community Carbon Tracker

Soft launch of Community Carbon Tracker

Workshops with non-profits and local governments

Fall Add in 2021 GHG data and public launch

Delegations to local governments

Community outreach and engagement
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Climate actions for SCRD:
● Declare a climate emergency.

● Set climate targets equal to (or higher than) the 2023 IPCC report:

○ 43% below 2019 levels by 2030

○ 60% below 2019 levels by 2035

○ Net zero by 2050

● Make climate action a priority in your strategic planning and budget. 

● Direct the Growing Communities Fund and Gas Tax to climate adaptation 
and mitigation.

● Direct staff to include the Community Carbon Tracker in SCRD’s climate 
action planning, and to develop an MOU to provide input and collaborate.












